interesting section on developments abroad. There are omissions which a future edition should remedy: notably, the services for the neuroses and in forensic psychiatry, and the topical problem of drug addiction to complement the excellent article on alcoholism. This important book provides a many faceted outlook on the various aspects of the mental health services, and should prove of great value to all workers and administrators in the field of mental health. It is a pity that this well produced volume is so exorbitantly priced. COLMAN Like most such collections of authoritative opinions, the book does not seem to be intended as a vade-mecum for inexperienced medical or para-medical workers. It is, however, a most useful volume for experienced workers in the field of paraplegia and other neurological conditions in which the development of the neurogenic bladder is a problem.
Dr Boyarsky's introduction is in itself an excellent review of the book. As one would expect, it is completely objective, modest and honest. His last sentence in particular, 'thus while this book recalls a number of significant advances it also makes clear that much remains to be done', is in itself a sobering and entirely accurate comment.
With this in mind the book is an excellent contribution to the literature on this little understood subject. It makes available in a single volume a great deal of investigatory and confirmatory work of a high standard. It also gives the opinions of very experienced clinicians with a variety of specialist backgrounds.
Technically the book is excellently produced and the addition of a syllabus and first class index completes what must be considered a welcome contribution to the literature on this subject. This is a comprehensive account of the largest mental health exercise ever done in Britain. It was aimed at a population of 200,000. The Royal Commission's assertion in 1954 that public opinion is moving towards an enlightened attitude to mental disorder is examined.
Two separate groups of 1,000 people from a one in two hundred random sample were interviewed before and after the campaign. The interview schedules, described in detail, were aimed at measuring the knowledge of and attitude to mental disorder. The preliminary opinion survey was taken one month before the campaign started and the post-campaign assessment was carried out one month after the project finished.
The campaign lasted nine months, receiving sympathetic local press, radio and television coverage. Meetings, exhibitions and open days involving local authority and hospital staff and voluntary workers resulted, as subsequently measured, in 50,000 of the population being 'definitely aware' of the project and 41,000 being 'vaguely aware' of it. Nearly half of these contacts were ascribed to local press and television. There is a detailed account ofthe content of the meetings and the impressions of the project workers. Surprisingly, at the end of this intensive campaign, there was no measurable evidence that knowledge of mental disorder had increased or that attitudes had changed favourably. Nevertheless, the authors concluded that there was a real gain in the clarification of roles and rationalization of efforts by local authority and voluntary workers and hospital staff. Northamptonshire has gained a good comprehensive mental health service thereby. The National Cancer Institute of Canada has held an annual conference at which Canadian cancer research workers are brought together and exposed to some outstanding investigators from Canada and abroad. This volume reports the proceedings of the meeting held in 1966. The book
